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Faudree Leads CCI2*, Three-Way Tie in USEF CCI1* Eventing National Championships 

Lexington, VA — A packed three days of competition got under way today at the Virginia CCI/
CIC & Horse Trials (VHT), which is also the host venue of the USEF CCI1* Eventing National 
Championships. 


Will Faudree and FRH 
Ramona, owned by 
Jennifer Mosing and 
Sterling Silver Stables, 
danced their way to the 
CCI2* lead on a dressage 
score of 26.8. Francesca 
Pollara found the now 8-
year-old Hanoverian mare 
in Germany and felt she 
would be well suited to 
Faudree. They’ve spent 
the last year solidifying 
their partnership and 
have already earned 
several top six FEI 
finishes. 


“She can be very very 
hot. She’s just gotten 
better each test this 
season. She really wants 
to please and wants to do 
things right but is very sensitive,” Faudree said. “[Recently], most of my tests were just going in 
and trying to keep it quiet and steady as possible. Today I felt like I’m starting to be able to ride 
her in the test and not just keep the lid on her.”


Tomorrow’s cross country course will be a test of fitness as the terrain at VHT often plays a 
leading role in the competition.


“There’s plenty to do out there,” Faudree’s said of Andy Bowles’ CCI2* course. “It’s going to be 
about going out and making sure she’s in a good rhythm and not over using her in the 
beginning so I have horse at the end. I’m going to go out and go quick as I can. She’s still very 
new at this level. She’s a very brave, game horse cross country so it’s going to be about going 
out and getting into a rhythm and hopefully things go our way.”


CIC2* 

Rebecca Brown hasn’t been to the Virginia Horse Center for about a decade, but she’s making 
her return trip to the venue count. She and Dassett Choice lead the CIC2* on a 29.3. Taking the 
lead in dressage, they added no additional penalties over Chris Barnard’s show jumping 
course.


Will Faudree and FRH Ramona. Photo by Leslie Threlkeld.



“There is always more that 
you want and I still think 
there is a lot more in there 
for him, but he’s so 
professional. He makes my 
life really easy in there,” 
Brown said of the 9-year-
old Dutch Warmblood’s 
winning dressage test. 
“He’s never wanted to touch 
a pole [show jumping. I’ve 
been told that] if I ever have 
a rail, it’s my fault.”


Brown has had Dassett 
Choice since he was a four-
year-old. Joe Meyer found 
the gelding in England at 
Kate Rocher-Smith’s 
Dassett Eventing. He had 
done two Novices by the 
time Brown purchased him. 


“He’s always been talented but I really liked his eye. He has a really soft, kind eye and I had 
‘that feeling’ when I rode him,” Brown said. “I saved up money and then put a group of owners 
together and we bought him… we trotted our way around our first Novice. We’ve done 
everything together ever since.”


Tomorrow’s cross country course will be a good fitness test and practice for the pair. “It’s got 
some good questions. For us and what we’re working on I think it’s right on the money. I’m 
excited to practice galloping up and down hills.”


CCI1*-A 


Despite a broken hand, which was injured while competing at the Les Etoiles de Pau CCI4* in 
France last week, Ryan Wood and Ruby, owned by Summit Sporthorses Ltd., Inc. took a 
commanding lead in the 45-horse CCI1*-A division. They earned a 22.6, the 9-year-old 
Oldenburg mare’s best international score to date. 


“I gave her a little pre-ride this morning. She felt really relaxed so I didn’t do too much with her. 
Getting on before the test she felt like she was going to go in and do solid test from the 
moment I picked the reins up,” Wood said. 


Ruby was bred by Ilona English and is a half sibling of Wood’s CCI3* mount, Powell, who won 
the CCI1* at VHT in 2014. They are hoping for a repeat performance from Powell’s little sister. 
Looking to tomorrow’s cross country, it will be a test of fitness on VHT’s signature undulations. 


“The terrain always plays a factor here at Virginia with a big climb and the cross country going 
uphill a lot of the way,” Wood said. “It should be a fitness test, but everything with the course 
looks good, and the footing should be spot on.”


Because Wood’s nationality is Australia, he is not in contention for the USEF CCI1* Eventing 
National Championships. For that title, there is a three-way tie after dressage between Ariel 

Rebecca Brown and Dassett Choice. Photo by Leslie Threlkeld.



Grald and Monbeg Game Face, Sharon White 
and Highlife’s Je T’aime, and Colleen Rutledge 
and C Me Fly. 


 
CCI1*-B 

Kelsey Ann Quinn, 16, and Dandy Longlegs lead 
the way in the CCI1*-B division and the USEF 
CCI1*-JR/YR Eventing National Championships. 
She’s only had the 12-year-old Thoroughbred 
since March, and scoring a 27.7, they are off to a 
good start in their first CCI1* together.


“We’ve been working on better lengthenings and 
trying to have a good consistent ride and keep 
him as calm as possible,” Quinn said. “He 
couldn’t have been better.” 


Despite their inexperience as a pair, Dandy 
Longlegs ran double clear in two CCI1* 
competitions with his previous rider, Jordan 
Linstedt. Dandy Longlegs and Quinn were also 
clear in their first FEI event at Plantation Field in 
September. 


“He’s awesome cross country. He’s so 
straightforward,” Quinn said. “[The course] looks 
good; there is nothing too scary. I think he’s got 
it in him [to go double-clear].”


The Intermediate and Preliminary also completed 
two phases today. The former show jumped and 
the latter ran cross country, partially in the 
pouring rain. The remaining levels will begin their competition on Saturday, when six dressage 
arenas, two cross country courses, and show jumping will run simultaneously. 


“Obviously with these numbers we require a huge staff and many volunteers,” said VHT 
Organizer Andy Bowles. “I’m really grateful for everyone who helps us make the event 
happen.”


Links: Website | Omnibus | Facebook | Instagram 
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Kelsey Ann Quinn and Dandy Longlegs. Photo by 
Leslie Threlkeld.
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