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USEA Intercollegiate Eventing Championship Teams Arrive at Virginia Horse Trials 

Lexington, VA — The third annual USEA Intercollegiate Eventing Championship began 
today at the Virginia CCI/CIC and Horse Trials. Students from 18 colleges and 
universities arrived on grounds throughout the afternoon, filling the College Town 
stabling complex with a kaleidoscope of school colors. With 23 teams competing for 
top honors, 2018 marks the largest Intercollegiate Championship participation in the 
program’s history.


Only the CCI*, Intermediate and Preliminary students competed today. The remaining 
entries will begin their competition Saturday. While there are no complete team scores 
yet to report, Clemson University is off to a good start with trailblazer Sarah Pyne. 


Clemson fields three teams this year in hopes of defending their 2017 Champion title. 
Pyne, an outgoing senior, has ridden at the Championship all three years and brought 
three horses to her final appearance. She currently leads the way in the Preliminary 
Rider division with Quintessential. 


Sarah Pyne and Quintessential lead the Preliminary Rider division for Clemson 
University. Photo by Leslie Threlkeld.



“He was really good. I definitely had some places where I threw some points away,” 
Pyne said of her dressage test with the 10-year-old Irish Sport Horse. “He’s one that I 
know that I can put a good test down as long as I keep myself together.”


Pyne had been hoping to produce a better score for her team and vowed to run a fault-
free cross country round later in the afternoon. She succeeded, posting a two-phase 
score of 29.8 for the Clemson Tigers. She also sits in fifth place with her 9-year-old 
Holsteiner, Call Me Commander, earning an even 35 for the Clemson Orange.


Auburn University’s Sallie Johnson and Looking Rosey are currently the highest placed 
intercollegiate pair in the CCI*. In their first appearance at the level, Sallie and Mark and 
Cynthia Rowan’s 13-year-old Thoroughbred mare scored a 35.9 for fifth place.


Johnson, like Pyne, has also competed at the Championship for three consecutive 
three years. “It’s so cool to be in a team atmosphere because our sport can be so 
individual sometimes. It’s also great that it’s at such a big event like this,” she said.


Her teammate, Aubrey Wagner, sits seventh both in the CCI* with her 11-year-old 
German Sport Horse Clooney MS and in the Intermediate with her 11-year-old Selle 
Français Fernhill Valarchin. This is Wagner’s first trip to the Championship. 


“We’re kind of like family,” Wagner said of the Auburn Eventing team. “I say they’re like 
my sisters because we joke around with each other and we’re always there supporting 
one another.”


Although the Intercollegiate Eventing program is young and developing, it has already 
brought students together to forge lifelong friendships strengthened by their shared 
passion for eventing. On Saturday evening, the Clemson team will travel together to 
celebrate the marriage of their former president, Anna Fogerty, who competed at the 
inaugural Intercollegiate Championship.


“I love my team,” Pyne said. “They made college perfect.” 


Links: Omnibus | VHT Website | VHT Facebook | USEA Website | USEA Facebook | 
2018 Intercollegiate Championship Roster


About the USEA Intercollegiate Program


The USEA Intercollegiate Eventing Program was established in 2014 to provide a 
framework within which eventing teams and individual competitors could flourish at 
universities and colleges across the country. The USEA offers a discount of $25 on 
annual USEA memberships for current students of universities and colleges registered 
as Affiliates with the USEA and many events across the country now 
offer Intercollegiate Team Challenges throughout the year, where collegiate eventers 
can compete individually as well as on teams with their fellow students. 

http://useventing.com/competitions/calendar?event=16758
http://vahorsetrials.com/
https://www.facebook.com/VirginiaHorseTrials/?ref=br_rs
http://useventing.com/
https://www.facebook.com/USEventing/


In Intercollegiate Team Challenges, each rider’s score is multiplied by a coefficient 
appropriate for their level to account for differences in level difficulty and then the 
individual scores are added together to determine the team score. Click here to learn 
more about the USEA Intercollegiate Eventing Program.


The USEA would like to thank the Intercollegiate Eventing Team Championship 
Sponsors: World Equestrian Brands, and US Equestrian.


About the Virginia Horse Trials

The Virginia Horse Trials has been a premier eventing destination for over 25 years. 
Situated on 600 acres, the Virginia Horse Center is a first-class venue. Brian and Penny 
Ross founded the Virginia Horse Trials in 1989 and organized the event through its 25th 
Anniversary in 2014. Andy Bowles took over the organization of the Virginia Horse Trials 
in 2015 and looks forward to maintaining it as a destination for east coast eventers in 
the years to come.
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